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the Upper Nile."1 It prevails also among the Betsileo and
other tribes of Madagascar.2 Among the Iban or Sea
Dyaks of Borneo a man's guardian spirit (Tua) "has its
external manifestation in a snake, a leopard or some other
denizen of the forest It is supposed to be the spirit of
some ancestor renowned for bravery or some other virtue
who at death has taken an animal form. It is a custom
among the Iban when a person of note in the tribe dies,
not to bury the body but to place it on a neighbouring hill
or in some solitary spot above ground. A quantity of food
is taken to the place every day, and if after a few days the
body disappears, the deceased is said to have become a Tua
or guardian spirit. People who have been suffering from
some chronic complaint often go to such a tomb, taking
with them an offering to the soul of the deceased to obtain
his help. To such it is revealed in a dream what animal
form the honoured dead has taken. The most frequent
form is that of a snake. Thus when a snake is found in a
Dyak house it is seldom killed or driven away ; food is
offered to it, for it is a guardian spirit who has come to
inquire after the welfare of its clients and bring them good
luck. Anything that may be found in the mouth of such
a snake is taken and kept as a charm."8 Similarly in
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